《Whedon’s Commentary on the Bible - Lamentations》(Daniel Whedon)
Commentator

Daniel Whedon was born in 1808 in Onondaga, N.Y. Dr. Whedon was well qualified as a commentator. He was professor of Ancient Languages in Wesleyan University, studied law and had some years of pastoral experience. He was editor of the Methodist Quarterly Review for more than twenty years. Besides many articles for religious papers he was also the author of the well-known and important work, Freedom of the Will. Dr. Whedon was noted for his incisive, vigorous style, both as preacher and writer. He died at Atlantic Highlands, N.J., June 8, 1885.

Whedon was a pivotal figure in the struggle between Calvinism and Arminianism in the nineteenth-centry America. As a result of his efforts, some historians have concluded that he was responsible for a new doctrine of man that was more dependent upon philosophical principles than scripture.

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1 

THE MISERIES DESCRIBED, Lamentations 1:1-11.

1. As a widow — Jerusalem is personified as a desolate woman, deprived of children and husband, neglected by her lovers and betrayed by her friends. It is an interesting fact, that the image of this verse is the one chosen for the coin of Titus, struck to commemorate his triumph over Jerusalem, which shows a woman weeping under a palm tree, and the inscription, “Judea Capta.” The real structure of this first verse is disguised in the English Version, as also in the Masoretic pointing. The reading should be: —

How sitteth she alone, the city full of people!
She has become like a widow (that was) great among the nations!
A princess among provinces, she has become a vassal.
The exclamation point in the English Version after “widow” should be removed to stand after nations, and the and introduced by the translators should be returned to the nothingness whence it sprung.



Verse 2 

2. Weepeth… in the night — “Night” is mentioned, not as excluding, but rather including, day. Her grief is so poignant that her tears do not cease to flow even in the night time, which ought to be a season of rest and oblivion of grief. 

Lovers — The nations friendly to the Jews; and, in general, all human comforts.



Verse 3 

3. Because of affliction — The unendurable pressure of evil upon them in their own land has driven them into exile. 

Between the straits — The word here rendered “straits” is elsewhere translated “pain,” “distress.” See Psalms 116:3; Psalms 118:5. The idea is, that her persecutors came upon her when unable either to resist or flee.



Verse 4 

4. Ways of Zion — That is, the roads and highways leading to Zion. 

Do mourn — Because they are no longer trodden by the pilgrims going up to the solemn feasts, the passover, pentecost, and tabernacles. Virgins are mentioned as bearing a part in the religious services. See Jeremiah 31:13, and Psalms 68:25.



Verse 5 

5. Are the chief — The mighty, and therefore rule her. 

Prosper — Literally, are at rest; an expressive figure. 

Children… before the enemy — In ancient sculptures such mournful processions of women and tender children are often engraved.



Verse 6 

6. Like harts — Like helpless, frightened deer, they flee exhausted before the pursuer in a desert land where they find no pasture.



Verse 7 

7. Remembered — Rather, remembers. The keenest arrows which pierce the soul in the time of calamity are carried in the quiver of memory. 

Miseries — Literally, wanderings. The term suggests a condition of homelessness, and so it is more vivid and expressive than the term in our Version. 

Did mock at her sabbaths — Even in this period of captivity and desolation the law of the “sabbath” will be kept, and because of it they will be subjected to reproach and ridicule.



Verse 8 

8. Is removed — More correctly, is become an abomination; and so it expresses the key-thought of this verse and the following. 

She sigheth, and turneth backward — As a modest woman would do from shame.



Verse 9 

9. Skirts — More exactly, the train of the long flowing robe. And so the meaning is, that the personal defilement is no longer concealed, but revoltingly conspicuous. 

Came down wonderfully — Sometimes the sad contrasts of human life are so startling that we instinctively accept them as judgments from God.



Verse 10 

10. Pleasant things — Not only “pleasant,” but precious, meaning the vessels of the sanctuary, and also their individual treasures. They should not enter, etc. — Those who might not enter even the congregation for the purpose of worship now penetrate even into the sanctuary to rob and destroy.



Verse 11 

11. Have given their pleasant things for meat, etc. — An eloquent suggestion of the terrible exigencies of the siege. “All that a man hath, will he give for his life.”



Verse 12 

LAMENTATIONS IN VIEW OF PRESENT MISERIES, Lamentations 1:12-22.

12. Thus far the misery of Jerusalem is predicted. With consummate art the writer now makes us hear the lamentations of this widow sitting in the solitude of her deep and bitter grief. Is it nothing to you, etc. — Literally, not to you, all ye wayfarers. The fact that the Hebrew often dispenses with the use of the interrogative particle makes this passage capable of some variety of interpretation, and this is reflected in the Versions. The Vulgate, Targum, and probably the Septuagint, depart from the Masoretic pointing, and render substantially, “I adjure you, all ye that pass by, turn aside and see, etc. But the rendering of the English Version is by all means to be preferred. The pathos of this verse is touching indeed.



Verse 13 

13. From above — It is the fire of God, and so penetrates even to the bones. 

Hath turned me back — Hath hedged up every avenue of escape, so that the poor victim recoils in sheer hopelessness.



Verse 14 

14. Yoke of my transgressions — The “yoke” formed by my sins. This is described as bound by the hand of God, who causeth the sin of every man to find him out. 

Wreathed — Interwoven, knotted together.



Verse 15 

15. The Lord — Here, and in thirteen other places, we have Adonai, while the name Jehovah is less prominent, “as if in their punishment the people felt the lordship of the Deity more, and his covenant love to them less.” 

Hath trodden under foot — More literally, hath taken away, or, as yet others translate, hath made contemptible. 
Called an assembly — More literally, with Gesenius, Keil, and most others, proclaim a festival. To this festival God invites the nations to crush the young men of Jerusalem. Hath trodden the virgin, etc. — Better, hath trodden the wine-press for the virgin.



Verse 17 

17. Spreadeth forth her hands — In supplication of help; but instead of comforters the Lord hath commanded that she shall find only adversaries. Jerusalem is as, etc. — The language is nearly identical with that in Lamentations 1:8, and should be rendered, Jerusalem hath become an abomination among them.


Verse 18 

18. All people — Better, all peoples.


Verse 19 

19. I called for, etc. — Rather, I called to, my lovers. 

Priests and… elders — The men to whom the people should have recourse in times of trouble: the former as representing the community before God, and being the medium of his grace; and the latter as the leaders in civil matters. Even these have pined away while they sought (in vain) their meat to relieve their souls.



Verse 20 

20. Abroad the sword… at home… as death — Why “as” is introduced here does not clearly appear, but the general thought is plain.

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1 

THE JUDGMENT, Lamentations 2:1-10.

1. Covered — The original is a denomination from the noun for cloud, so that the literal rendering is, How doeth the Lord becloud with a cloud the daughter of Zion! God’s anger settles down on Jerusalem like a dark thundercloud. By daughter of Zion (and beauty of Israel) Jerusalem is meant, containing, as it did, the “holy and beautiful house,” the temple, and the ark, which was his footstool. 

Cast down — Not, as some have suggested, by the launching of a thunderbolt, but rather as a star is cast down from heaven.



Verse 2 

2. The Lord… hath not pitied — Such a clause as this illustrates one characteristic feature of the Hebrew language, which, having few adjectives and adverbs, resorts to various expedients to supply the deficiency. Here a sentence is used for an adverb, the whole being equivalent to some such word as unsparingly or unpityingly. 
Habitations of Jacob — The word rendered “habitations,” means the places where the shepherds stay, and so includes not only dwellings but especially pasture grounds. These are swallowed up, or destroyed, showing that the ruin spreads from Jerusalem into the whole country round about. 

Polluted — Reduced it from its high and distinguishing glory to be a common and unclean thing.



Verse 3 

3. Cut off… the horn — Symbolizing all offensive and defensive power. Among a people so simple and so near to nature “the horn” would be a most natural and expressive symbol of dominion and power. In drawing back his right hand from before the enemy he withdrew his providence and help, while the following clause implies that he had become the “archenemy of Jacob.”



Verse 4 

4. His right hand as an adversary — That same “hand” which had been to them an instrument of help, and which is mentioned in the previous verse as withdrawn from their protection. In the tabernacle, etc. — This phrase belongs to the sentence following. The colon after “Zion” should be moved back to stand after “eye.” Fearful, indeed, is the contrast when, instead of the down-shining of the Lord’s favour and glory, he pours out upon the tabernacle of Zion his fury like fire.



Verse 5 

5. Her palaces… his strongholds — The change of gender here is explained by Keil by the fact that when the “palaces,” or, more correctly, citadels, are mentioned, the city is in the mind of the writer, but when the “strongholds” are mentioned he was thinking of the whole country, Judah.



Verse 6 

6. He hath… taken away his tabernacle — Slight inaccuracies in our Version in this verse, and in many others in this book, almost completely conceal the poetic diction of the original. The word rendered “tabernacle” is not the same which appears in Lamentations 2:4, but means rather a temporary enclosure or shelter, as a hedge or booth. It should also be noticed that the original for places of the assembly and solemn feasts is one and the same word. The translation then should be something as follows: —

And he hath violently treated, as a garden, his booth,
he hath destroyed his festival:
Jehovah hath caused to be forgotten in Zion festival and sabbath; 
And in the fierceness of his wrath he hath rejected king and priest.
The phrase as… a garden is obscure, but probably contains some intimation of temporariness and facility.



Verse 7 

7. Altar… sanctuary… walls of her palaces — These are parts of the house of the Lord. The noise which the enemy makes therein is the shout of triumph and exultation.



Verse 8 

8. Wall of the daughter of Zion — Walls of Jerusalem. The line which had been stretched out for the purpose of erection is now used for the purpose of destruction, and thus is suggested the precision and thoroughness of the work.



Verse 9 

9. Law is no more… no vision from the Lord — Thus the first, as it is also the last, grand distinguishing glory of Israel disappears. The “law” and prophecy, or “vision,” were the grand, all-comprehending distinctions of the Jewish people — the germs out of which all the forms of their life grew.



Verse 11-12 

THE LAMENTATION, Lamentations 2:11-16.

11, 12. Liver is poured… earth — This language occurs nowhere else in the Old Testament, and the exact force of it is doubtful. “My soul is poured out” occurs in two passages, but this is easier. It would seem that “the liver” is taken as representing the large viscera, usually classed together under the general name of bowels, and regarded as the seat of the emotions. If so, the expression means that he could no longer restrain his feelings; that his grief must have vent in expression. 

Swoon — Rather faint; or, with Keil, pine away. No feature of the common calamity — the utter desolation of the people — is more graphic or more painful than the falling down of the children in the street from hunger, and their pitiful and oft repeated cry, Where is corn and wine? until they finally expire in the arms of their miserable mothers.



Verse 13 

13. What thing, etc. — All words fail. No comparison is adequate. No comfort meets the case. Your misery is great like the sea, illimitable, over-passing all measure.



Verse 14 

14. Thy prophets — This is in continuation of the preceding verse. The false prophets had indeed cried “Peace, peace,” but there was no peace. 

False burdens — The term burden is often technical in the sense of prophecies of a minatory character, but this is not the easiest sense in this place. True, as Keil suggests, it may mean threatening of evil against the enemies of Israel, but this would be no burden to the Jews. It is better to regard this word here as used in a more general sense, “oracles of deceit.” 

Causes of banishment — Literally, expulsions. The original is a single word.



Verse 15 

15. Clap their hands — An expression of delight at the calamity of the people. They wag their head as did the Jews in derision of the crucified Christ.



Verse 17 

THE CALL TO PRAYER, Lamentations 2:17-19.

17. Devised — Better, purposed. This calamity was no fortuitous event, neither was it a mere devise of Jehovah, but simply the moving forward of the chariot-wheels of the divine administration. The Jewish nation had persisted in placing themselves and their interests in the way of these, and so, of course, the inevitable result must be ruin.


Verse 18 

18. Their heart — Namely, the people, who are literally driven to pray for mercy. The apparent lack of logical coherence as to the order is due to the emotional character of the whole poem. O wall… let tears run down, etc. — Similar is the language of Isaiah 14:31, “Howl, O gate.” Of course there is in both places a kind of double metonomy — the wall or gate for the city, and the city for the inhabitants. Let the weeping be uninterrupted day and night — perpetual. Let not the apple of thine eye cease, means, let not the fount of thy tears be dried up.



Verse 19 

19. Cry out in the night — Better, wail. Not a cry for relief, but a wail of distress, is meant.



Verse 20 

THE PRAYER, Lamentations 2:20-22.

20. Behold, O Lord, etc. — The prayer of the prophet. The fearful picture has been seen, the cries of distress and agony have been heard, and the prophet weaves out of them an argument of prayer. 

To whom thou hast done this — An appeal to that covenant upon which their very existence was based. 

Their fruit — That is, the fruit of their body. 

Children of a span long — Children of their tender care; the word being from a verb, שׂפח, which means to care for tenderly.



Verse 21 

21. Young and… old — More literally, boy and old man.


Verse 22 

22. My terrors round about — These are the sword, famine, and plagues which had apparently combined for the destruction of the people.

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1 

PERSONAL LAMENTATION FOR GRIEVOUS SUFFERINGS, Lamentations 3:1-18.

1. I am the man — Jeremiah speaks out of his personal experience, and thus individualizes the common misery. What he writes was literally and exactly true of himself; but it was also a type and a specimen of what was true in the case of many others. But he writes not so much as the representative of the people in general as of those devout and faithful ones who continued to be held together by the bond of a common faith as well as by the pressure of a common misery.



Verse 2 

2. Darkness — Calamity. 

Light — Prosperity.



Verse 3 

3. Surely against me — This verse is idiomatic and intense. Surely against me hath he turned his hand again and again all the day long. “His hand is the smiting of God.” (Keil.)



Verse 4 

4. Flesh and… skin… made old — The verb means to wear out by rubbing. Flesh, skin, and bones make up the whole body; the softer and the firmer parts.



Verse 5 

5. Hath builded against me — As besiegers enclose a city. 

Gall and travail — A most extraordinary combination surely, but not unlike Jeremiah. “Gall” is the name of a bitter plant which has come to be synonymous with keen suffering, and so it seems to be used here co-ordinate with “travail.”



Verse 6 

6. Dark places — Literally, in darkness; that is, in sheol. 

Dead of old — Literally, dead of eternity; namely, those who shall never return to life.



Verse 7 

7. Chain — Literally, brass. The figure is that of a prisoner shut up in an enclosure and loaded with heavy fetters.



Verse 9 

9. Hewn stones would be of considerable size, and employed to make a strong wall. The term enclosed is the same as “hedged” in Lamentations 3:7. 

Made my paths crooked — Rather, he hath turned aside my paths, so that I cannot go forward.



Verse 10 

10. As a bear… in wait — This is one of several allusions in the poetical and prophetical books, harmonizing with certain passages in the historical books, such as 1 Samuel 17:34; 1 Samuel 17:36-37; 2 Samuel 17:8, which imply that in Old Testament times the bear was a common animal in this land.

The figure of “a bear lying in wait” occurs only here. Nagelsbach renders:

A lurking bear was he to me, a lion in ambush.


Verse 11 

11. Pulled… in pieces — The figure of a beast of prey still continues. He turns him from the path and tears him “in pieces.”



Verse 12 

12. Bent his bow — From the wild beast which is hunted, the figure now changes to the hunter, who is armed with bow and arrow. So the intensity of the whole passage is promoted. Not only the beast of prey, but also the hunter, is against him.



Verse 13 

13. Arrows of his quiver — Better, as the margin, sons “of his quiver.” These are, of course, the ills and misfortunes sent upon him by God.



Verse 14 

14. My people — “There is no reason, but the contrary, for changing (with Ewald) ‘my people’ into peoples.” — R. PAYNE SMITH, in the Speaker’s Commentary. So also Keil, Nagelsbach, Gerlach, and others.

That even these fearful judgments, so clearly foretold and fully identified as from God, did not subdue and turn the people from their obstinacy and rebellion, and bring them to see the prophet in his true character, is sufficiently evident from Jeremiah 41:1, etc., Jeremiah 43:2, and numerous other passages. In the case of such as Jeremiah the bitterness of personal hate and persecution was added to the common burden of sorrow and disappointment.



Verse 16 

16. Broken my teeth with gravel stones — Either mixed with bread, or rather, as Keil prefers, stones given instead of bread. 

He hath covered me with ashes — Literally, hath pressed me down in ashes. The Septuagint Version renders it, he hath given me ashes to eat.


Verse 17 

17. Hast removed my soul far off from peace — Other renderings of this verse have been proposed, but this is to be preferred, and is really beautiful. It is substantially a quotation from Psalms 88:14, and its very quietness and simplicity are pathetic. The tide of the common ruin had borne the complainer far away from the peace and prosperity which Israel had once known.



Verse 19 

PIOUS ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY AND MERCY, Lamentations 3:19-39.

19. Remembering — Better, remember, as in the margin. The verb is an infinitive, as in the fourth commandment. Affliction, misery, wormwood, and gall are reminiscences of chapter 1.



Verse 21 

21. This… therefore — Referring to the affliction and humble prayer of the prophet. His weakness and sore need lead him to hope for God’s interposing strength.



Verse 22 

22. We are not consumed — “We,” here, takes the place of I without any marked transition, suggesting, as above intimated, that the prophet in what goes before identifies himself with the people.



Verse 23 

23. New every morning — That is, Jehovah’s mercies are “new,” or repeated.



Verse 24 

24. The Lord is my portion — An almost verbatim quotation from

Psalms 119:57, which is also substantially identical with several other passages.



Verses 25-27 

25-27. Good — This teth ( שׂ ) verse has each of its clauses commencing with “good.” The present verse division serves somewhat to conceal the structure — Good is Jehovah; Good that man hope and wait; and, Good that he bear the yoke in his youth.


Verse 26 

26. Hope and quietly wait, etc. — More literally, It is good both to wait and be silent=silently wait. Keil renders it: It is good that he should wait, and in silence too, for the help of God. The point is, that he should not only wait, but abstain from murmurings and repinings. This also prepares for the thought of the following verse, for he who has patiently submitted to sufferings in his youth will not readily sink in despair in old age, but will be likely to exercise himself in a calm waiting on God.



Verses 28-30 

28-30. He sitteth — The verbs commencing these verses are apocopated futures, and should be rendered with a passive sense, as: Let him sit alone and keep silence; Let him put his mouth in the dust; Let him give his cheek, etc. The second clause of Lamentations 3:28 should read: For He (God) hath laid on him the burden. “There is a certain gradation in the three verses that is quite unmistakable. The sitting alone and in silence is comparatively the easiest; it is harder to place the mouth in the dust, and yet cling to hope; it is most difficult of all to give the cheek to the smiter, and to satiate one’s self with dishonour.” — Keil.


Verses 31-33 

31-33. As the three members of the division commencing with the 25th verse all begin with the adjective “good,” so the following three verses contain exhortations based on these; and in these three verses we also have the considerations or grounds of comfort by which these exhortations are enforced. These are: 

1) Sorrow will come to an end, Lamentations 3:31. 

2) God’s compassion outweighs sorrow, Lamentations 3:32. 

3) His love shines through all. “He doth not willingly afflict,” Lamentations 3:33.



Verses 34-36 

34-36. To crush… to turn aside… to subvert, etc. — The infinitive form of the three verses, all of which depend on the clause with which the last verse terminates, is well fitted to bring out vividly and incisively the practices which are here condemned. The mention of these implies the writer’s acquaintance with them as facts of human experience. Probably in the fearful time of Jerusalem’s downfall Jeremiah had personally witnessed the trampling under foot of prisoners of war; as in the corrupt and evil times in which his lot was cast he had repeatedly seen justice perverted, as specified in Lamentations 3:35-36.



Verse 37-38 

37, 38. Who is he, etc. — From the mercy of God, the writer proceeds to his absolute sovereignty — a sovereignty so perfect as that no man saith, and it cometh to pass, when the Lord commandeth it not, and from it proceedeth not evil and good.



Verse 39 

39. Living man — “Living” is emphatic. There is some difficulty as to the last clause of this verse, which has led to different translations. The word rendered punishment of his sins, has for its first and ordinary meaning sin; then the punishment for sin. The better rendering, then, seems to be, Why doth a living man complain? Let him sorrow for his sin.


Verse 40 

CONFESSION OF SIN, AND LAMENTATIONS OVER THE EVIL WHICH HAS COME, Lamentations 3:40-66.

40. Let us search… our ways — As Roseumuller long ago wrote, “when our sufferings arise from our sins we should search out and correct our faults.” The closing thought of the previous triplet prepares for this, which consists of exhortation to reformation and amendment. 

Turn… to the Lord — The preposition here is not, as we would expect, el, ( אל ) but ol, ( על,) in which lurks an emphasis which our Version does not express.

Turn as far as Jehovah; not half way, but the whole, through conversion.



Verse 41 

41. Lift up our heart… hands — As if the lifting up of the hands — outward, ceremonial prayer — were a matter of course. The real thing which is contingent, and which requires our watchful attention, is the lifting up of the “heart” also. The modifying clause, God in the heavens, is not merely for fulness, but also emphasis. The throne of his almightiness is “in the heavens,” and out of the resources of his infinite power help may come.



Verse 42 

42. Thou hast not pardoned — As in the preceding triplet, so here, we may have a transition to the section immediately following. The prophet reminds God that the people have been punished and not “pardoned,” which is an appeal for him to stay his hand and fulfil his oft-repeated promise that he would again remember them for good.



Verse 43 

43. Thou hast covered — That is, thyself. The verb means, not overwhelming, but clothing. The thought is the same in form with that of the following verse. As one puts on a coat of mail that he may enter the fight, so God puts on the covering of his wrath, out of which the lightnings leap forth unto destruction.



Verse 44 

44. That our prayer should not pass through — The cloud conceals God in the more benignant and paternal aspects of his character, and, what is more alarming and discouraging, renders him impervious to prayer.



Verse 51 

51. Mine eye affecteth, etc. — Literally, Mine eye does evil to my soul; that is, causeth pain to. 

Because of all the daughters of my city — Ewald and others understand by this the country towns round about Jerusalem, but it is a sufficient reply to this to say, that this interpretation is wholly without warrant of usage. The margin has for “because,” more than; but this, though admissible as a translation, is not to be preferred. The obvious meaning is the true one. The condition of the virgin daughters of an oriental city which had fallen into the power of the enemy was in these brutal times peculiarly deplorable.



Verse 52 

52. Without cause — The order of the words in this verse should be, to express the precise sense of the original, “without cause mine enemies chased me.”



Verse 53 

53. Cast a stone, etc. — They covered the pit in which the prophet was confined with a stone, to make escape hopeless.



Verse 54 

54. Waters flowed — Figurative language, but such as would be very naturally suggested from the circumstance of using underground cisterns for dungeons. Jeremiah’s troubles overwhelmed him, and his case was as hopeless as though “waters” had literally “flowed over” his head. This verse is, in thought, similar to that used by Jonah in chap. Lamentations 2:5.



Verse 55 

55. Low dungeon, etc. — Here is evidently a reminiscence of the 88th psalm, in the sixth verse of which the same original words are rendered lowest pit. The meaning is not sheol, but the deep places.



Verse 56 

56. Hide not, etc. — Literally, hide not thine ear to my relief, to my cry: that is, turn not away from my cry.

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1 

JERUSALEM’S SUFFERINGS FOR HER SIN, Lamentations 4:1-11.

1. Gold, fine gold, and holy stones are symbolical of “the precious sons of Zion,” of the verse following. The becoming dim betokens not merely the loss of outward glory, but also the decay of national character. It implies that this holy nation, this kingdom of priests, had surrendered its distinctive character and come down to sit in the common dust. 

Stones of the sanctuary — Literally, stones of holiness — holy stones. While the material of the temple, doubtless, suggested this imagery, yet, it is imagery, and by no means refers to the literal gold and stones of the temple.



Verse 2 

2. The phrase precious sons of Zion includes all the chosen people, and not merely a single class of them. These are here described as not only “precious,” but comparable to fine gold, literally, weighed with solid gold, implying that every one of them had been “worth his weight in gold.”

But they have become worthless as the common potter’s vessel!



Verse 3 

3. Sea monsters — The original here has been mistaken in our Version. It is not tannim, “sea monsters” but tannin — jackals; and this harmonizes with the mention of ostriches in the last clause of the verse. 

Cruel, like the ostriches — Which fowl is, in Job 39:13-17, used as “nature’s type of unmotherhood.” This popular belief, that the ostrich treats her young as if they were not hers, comes of the fact that her eggs are sometimes left to be hatched in the sand by the heat of the sun, and not by the warmth of her own body.



Verse 4 

4. The tongue… cleaveth to the roof — The most graphic and fearfully expressive feature of the common misery is brought to view in this unnatural conduct of parents, leaving the sucking child and young children to famish for want of proper nutriment.



Verse 5 

5. They that did feed delicately — Lived in daintiness and luxury. 

Are desolate — Perish of starvation, in the streets. 

Brought up in scarlet — Literally, were carried on purple, or scarlet, (that is, as children,) have now no resting place but dung hills. One of the most vivid of all the passages reflecting the national distress.



Verse 6 

6. The punishment — The margin, iniquity, is to be preferred. The sin of the daughter of my people is greater than the sin of Sodom. The contrast in favour of Sodom’s punishment consisted, 1) In the suddenness of her overthrow, as in a moment; 2) In that its overthrow came direct from God without the intervention of human agency. 

No hands stayed on her — More literally, no hands went round in her.


Verse 7 

7. Nazarites — Men specially devoted to the service of religion. Such an order of men is recognized and regulated in the Mosaic law, but not called into existence by it. They are mentioned here as specially representative of the nation’s life. 

Rubies — Rather. corals. Delitzsch (Psychology, page 75) refers to this place and Song of Solomon 5:10, in proof that red on white — the normal colour of the human complexion — is the prime colour of beauty. — Dean Smith. But who knows this to be the normal colour of the human complexion? And how does such a passage prove it the prime colour of beauty? 

Their polishing — More literally, their form of sapphire. “The point of comparison is not the colour, but the luminosity, of this precious stone.” — Keil.
It would seem that the Nazarites were mentioned as illustrating the sad and painful contrast which the times had wrought. When Israel was at peace and prosperous these, who perhaps were specially set apart to works of religion or charity, were perfect specimens of physical well-being: but in the following verses we have grouped together fearfully expressive features of their starvation and disease. It is proper, however, to say that Keil, Gesenius, and Nagelsbach take a different view of this word Nazarites, and translate princes or crowned ones.


Verse 10 

10. A still more terrible feature is added, 

Pitiful women have sodden their own children — “Pitiful” — tender hearted, compassionate. “Sodden” — cooked or boiled. Josephus gives a horrible account of a like misery in the siege of Jerusalem under Titus.



Verse 11 

11. Hath devoured the foundations — As the foundations of the city were not literally destroyed at that time. Dr. Hornblower suggests that this is a prophecy of the more complete demolition of the city in later times, when not “one stone should be left upon another.” But there is no need of pressing this language. It implies total overthrow, but no importance attaches to the specification of “foundations” as that the threat must be literally fulfilled.



Verse 12 

SUFFERINGS OF THE PROPHETS AND PRIESTS, Lamentations 4:12-16.

12. Would not have believed — The city had indeed been previously captured by Shishak, king of Egypt, (1 Kings 14:25-26,) and Joash, king of Israel, (2 Kings 14:13-14,) but it had since been more strongly fortified, so as to be thought impregnable. Even now its capture had cost Nebuchadrezzar a most protracted and expensive siege.



Verse 13 

13. Sins of her prophets — As in the time of Christ, the religions leaders of the people were also their leaders in sin and rebellion. In Jeremiah xxvi, we have an illustration of this in that they attempted to silence Jeremiah by putting him to death. One of the saddest commentaries on the capability of our nature for evil is furnished in the conspicuous fact of history, that the bitterest persecutions of the just have proceeded from men of the holiest professions. The direst crimes have been committed in the name or God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.



Verse 14 

14. They have wandered, etc — Namely, those same prophets and priests. Some understand by this that they wandered or staggered as if in phrensy, “intoxicated with blood that had been shed.” Others, with better reason, find here the judgment of God by which they are made to reel in helplessness as blind men. This accords better with the concluding sentence, which represents them to be objects of general abhorrence. Defiled with blood, so that men could not touch their garments.



Verse 15 

15. And so the people call out to them in the streets as to lepers. 

Depart ye — “Distance!” 

Unclean — Even among the heathen they are cast out and abhorred, for when they betake themselves thither it is only to meet the declaration, They shall no more sojourn there.



Verse 16 

16. The anger, etc. — Better, the face of Jehovah hath scattered them.


Verse 17 

THE VAIN TRUSTS OF THE PEOPLE, Lamentations 4:17-20.

17. As for us — This translation is based on the Keri, which is not to be preferred to the written text. A literal version would be: Still do our eyes pine away for our vain help. 
In our watching — Gesenius, Furst, Nagelsbach, and many others translate, on the watch tower. The sense is not materially changed by this rendering, and there are difficulties in the way of it. On the whole, the present Version is to be preferred.



Verse 18 

18. They hunt our steps — The word for “hunt” does not mean to pursue game so much as to watch for, to ensnare, to wait in ambush. The reference is to the time of the capture and sack of the city. The inhabitants could not escape, for whenever they appeared in the streets they were at once captured.



Verse 19 

19. And even those who did succeed in escaping from the city were not materially better off. The enemy pursued us upon the mountains, they laid wait for us in the wilderness — So was Zedekiah captured, Jeremiah 39:5, as the following verse narrates.



Verse 20 

20. The breath of our nostrils — A designation of the king; in this instance Zedekiah, but applicable to the true king, whoever might be the anointed of the Lord. He is here described as captured like a wild animal, in their pits.



Verse 21 

LIGHT AT EVENING, Lamentations 4:21-22.

21. Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom — A manifestly ironical exclamation. He who tauntingly called out, “What of the night?” shall in the end realize that the “morning cometh” to Israel, and then it will be night to their foes, of which Edom was one of the chiefest. 

Dwellest in the land of Uz — A hint as to the locality of Uz.



Verse 22 

22. The punishment, etc. — Literally, Thine iniquity is ended. The punishment of Jerusalem was completed.

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1 

THE GENERAL DISTRESS, Lamentations 5:1-7.

1. What is come — Better, what hath happened to us. This is more fully explained by the term reproach; and this, in turn, by the sad recital which follows.



Verse 2 

2. Our inheritance… to strangers — This has a woful meaning to the Jew. The land was to him the special gift of God, and his occupation of it a visible proof of the faithful covenant of Jehovah. For aliens, then, to gain possession of their inheritance and their houses was violently to annul this covenant, and so to take away their faith as well as their possessions.



Verse 3 

3. Fatherless — Without a father. Many expositors find here a specific meaning, and understand by the term father, king; and others understand by mothers, the cities of Judah. But this is unnecessary, not to say puerile.

The meaning simply is: We are desolate and bereaved, like children without parents, or a wife mourning the loss of her husband.



Verse 4 

4. Our water for money, etc. — These are illustrations of the hardships they were experiencing. Such absolute necessities of life could be had by them only on the payment of money. And what greatly enhanced the bitterness of this complaint was, that they had to buy what was rightfully their own. In this not only is there distress and hardship, but a sense of degradation and wrong.



Verse 5 

5. Our necks are under persecution, etc. — More literally, On our necks we are persecuted. That is, our pursuers follow us so closely as to be on our very necks. 

We labour — Rather, are wearied, a necessary consequence of this hot and relentless pursuit.



Verse 6 

6. We have given the hand — Namely, as a sign of submission and subjection, in order to procure bread.



Verse 7 

7. Our fathers… we have borne their iniquities — They sinned, but died before the times were ripe for the punishment of the nation, hence we suffer for their sins. Not that they themselves were innocent, but they suffer not only for their own sins but also for those of their progenitors.



Verse 8 

INDIVIDUALIZING ILLUSTRATIONS, Lamentations 5:8-18.

8. Servants (slaves) have ruled over us — Who were these “servants?” The Chaldean soldiers, servants of Nebuchadrezzar, (Rosenmuller, etc.;) the Chaldeans, but recently tributary to the Assyrians, (Kaltschmidt, quoted by Keil,) the Chaldean satraps, servants of the king of Babylon, (Ewald;) slaves employed as overseers and task-masters of the captives on the march, (Nagelsbach.) Better is it to recognise in the word a bitter allusion to the fact that in oriental countries, at this time, it was not unusual for slaves to come to high office, as is illustrated in the cases of Joseph and Daniel. In a rude and comparatively unorganized condition of society personal skill and physical prowess sometimes overbear all other considerations, and bring their possessors to places of power.



Verse 9 

9. Sword of the wilderness — This alludes to the predatory Bedouins, who sometimes strip a whole district of its herds and its harvests in a single day.



Verse 10 

10. Our skin was black — The word rendered “black” occurs in three other passages, namely, in Genesis 43:30, and 1 Kings 3:26, in both which places it is translated “yearned;” and in Hosea 11:8, where it is rendered “kindled.” The use of the word oven, or furnace, seems decisive for this last sense in this place; though Furst says, “The explanation of Kimchi, ‘to grow warm,’ is only conjectural.” The allusion is to the fever produced by famine, and the clause should read, Our skin glows like an oven, because of the fever of famine.


Verses 11-13 

11-13. Ravished the women — In those verses we have individualizing illustrations of the unhappy lot of the people. The women are dishonoured, (literally, humbled;) princes are put to death and their dead bodies hanged up by their hand to expose them to public contumely. 

The… elders were not honoured — An utter violation of all that is most sacred in oriental life; and young men and children are put to the most servile work, literally, they bear the mill and fall under the wood.


Verse 14 

14. From the gate — The place for rest and recreation, for business and social converse. In a land in which there were no public houses or public baths the gates were ordinarily the only available places of common resort.



Verse 16 

16. The crown is fallen — The grand summing up of all their disgrace and misery.



Verse 18 

18. The foxes walk upon it — Jackals, who live among ruins and shun the presence of man. Hence there is in this a vivid suggestion of the utter desolation which had come to “Zion, the perfection of beauty.”



Verse 19 

THE PRAYER, Lamentations 5:19-22.

19. Thou… remainest for ever — Nothing could be more fitting or more impressive than this pathetic appeal to the immutable sovereignty of Jehovah. Men may die, institutions may fail, kingdoms may come to a perpetual end, but the resources of God are unfailing. His throne standeth forever, from generation to generation. And if God lives his people cannot die. If the head is above the water the body cannot be drowned.

“Under the shadow of his throne,
Still may we dwell secure.”
He who sitteth eternally enthroned will not forget for ever his own people. And yet this hope and confidence does not “rise to the heights of joyful victory, but, as Gerlach expresses himself, ‘merely glimmers from afar, like the morning star through the clouds, which does not, indeed, itself dispel the shadows of the night, though it announces that the rising of the sun is near, and that it shall obtain the victory.’” — Keil.
